This issue of the Journal of Veterinary Dentistry (JOVD) contains six new manuscripts, including two case reports (maxillofacial trauma in a 9-week-old dog and congenital hypothyroidism in a cat), three original studies (dental pathology of the Iberian lynx in two parts and quantitative lightinduced fluorescence [QLF] for quantifying calculus in dogs). This issue also contains the inaugural manuscript under a new submission category of "Veterinary Technician at Work". Many thanks to Kari Blanchard and John Koehm for their submission to this important new category. Submissions in this category will contain practical information for technicians, such as lists of materials and equipment that may be helpful to refer to when preparing for procedures.
Jaw fracture repair remains one of my favorite aspects of clinical work, because no two jaw fractures are the same. Considerations when deciding on a repair technique include whether the fracture is traumatic or pathologic, tooth involvement at the fracture line, presence or absence of healthy teeth on each side of the fracture line, degree of comminution, angulation of the fracture line, and of course, age of the patient. Included in this issue is a case report of maxillofacial trauma in a 9-week-old dog that was successfully treated with conservative therapy. In the December issue, a more severe case of maxillofacial trauma in a 12-week-old dog will be featured, which was treated with locking and standard maxillofacial miniplates. Trauma in patients this young, and treatment of maxillofacial trauma in immature patients, can have long-term ramifications that may result in complications, developmental abnormalities and additional procedures beyond the initial repair.
I've been fortunate to be invited as faculty at three AO Craniomaxillofacial Trauma and Reconstruction Courses held in Las Vegas since the inception of the course in 2013. Those of you who have attended this course have been exposed to spirited discussions that occur when we share our opinions on approaches to a specific jaw fracture. Based on our knowledge, training and clinical experience, each of us can provide a preferred technique for repair, but even when asking a pool of experienced instructors, preferred techniques don't always align among experts. Every case is different, which is why we look forward to the challenges when they are presented. This area of clinical practice is ripe for retrospective and prospective studies, which will provide a basis for decision-making above and beyond individual case reports.
You've probably noticed that JOVD has a significant number of manuscripts that pertain to oral and maxillofacial surgery (OMFS), even to the extent that there has been recent discussion about whether a name change might be appropriate for the JOVD. The AVDC and ACVS are working together to create an OMFS fellowship program to examine candidates and recognize expertise in this particular aspect of our specialties. We all have realized the important role of specialization in elevating the level of care for our patients, and recognition of those who have carved out a niche in OMFS will be equally beneficial for the profession and the patients we serve.
You may recall a JOVD manuscript from March of 2016 that evaluated QLF as a tool for quantifying plaque in the canine species. Issue 35:3 contains a related manuscript that confirms QLF is a valid tool for assessment of calculus. Both manuscripts are available through SAGE Choice, SAGE's open access platform. This is the final issue of the JOVD you will receive prior to our annual conference, the Veterinary Dental Forum (VDF), which takes place in Phoenix, November 15-18, 2018. If you attend the VDF, keep in mind the "JOVD in the Clinics" lecture series, where leaders in our field will shed light and backstories behind their JOVD publications. See you in Phoenix! With sincere gratitude,
